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Driving by the Barn
Door the other day brought
back a flood of childhood
memories from family
dinners to birthday cele-
brations. It also made me
realize that even though I
had been briefly employed
there, I knew next to noth-
ing about the history of the
place. I am wondering if
you could help answer a
few questions like when did
it open, who was the origi-
nal owner, who owns it now

and was
there anoth-
er business
there before
the Barn
Door.
— Sherri Vee

Thrailkill
If you’ve

attended a
special event or celebrat-
ed a special occasion over
the past six decades or so,
chances are you’ve been
to the Barn Door, whose
combination of broiled
entrees, classic sides and
desserts and a Western-
style atmosphere is part of
generations of San Anto-
nio family memories.

The Tassos family oper-
ated the Barn Door for its
first quarter-century.
William C. “Bill” Tassos,
who had previous restau-
rant experience with Da-
mon’s at 110 Austin High-
way and Nomad’s on Go-
liad Road, opened the
steakhouse in September
1953 with investors Dan
Kiber, his father-in-law,
and Odessa oil operator
Bandy Lee, a close friend
and mentor.

As with Scrivener’s
department store and San
Antonio Municipal Air-
port, the restaurant’s
location initially was con-
sidered “out in the coun-

try.” The address was
“officially 8435 N. New
Braunfels,” said the found-
er’s son, William D. “Billy”
Tassos, “but since it was
in the 8400 block and in
the middle of nowhere,
8400 became the mailing
address and it stuck.”

Researchers at the Con-
servation Society of San
Antonio library found that
the address doesn’t ap-
pear in the San Antonio
city directory until 1955.
The sprawling, one-and-a-
half story building was
rumored to have housed
“a beer garden and even a
house of ill repute,” the
younger Tassos said, but
no restaurants are men-
tioned until the Barn
Door’s immediate prede-
cessor.

That was the short-lived
Frazer’s Country Kitchen,
heralded for its rustic
setting in the San Antonio
Light, Oct. 12, 1952: “Ge-
nial Joe Frazer, operator of
Frazer’s at 8400 N. New
Braunfels, has this fitting
slogan for his spot: ‘The
charm of a country kitch-
en.’ ”

The Tassos scion, who

has written a brief history
of his family’s involvement
with the Barn Door, based
on the memories of family
and friends, says that its
predecessor is sometimes
referred to as Frazer’s
Bar-B-Que, “even though
barbecue wasn’t on the
menu.” Owners Vera and
Joe Frazer served country-
style dishes such as fried
chicken, chicken-fried
steak and some Mexican-
food plates.

“Joe managed the busi-
ness, while Vera decorat-
ed it,” according to Tassos’
history. Much of the aes-
thetic we associate with
the Barn Door started with
Mrs. Frazer, the history
states: “She was instru-
mental in having the
building painted red,
(and) Vera’s mother, Riggs
Reinhardt, sewed the
red-and-white gingham

curtains and tablecloths.”
The elder Tassos took

over the lease and bought
equipment from the Fra-
zers.

“Joe was well-respected
by his employees and
made sure my father re-
tained the essential ones
for employment with the
new venture,” Tassos
wrote in his history. The
new owner kept the coun-
try look and added to it:
“To impart atmosphere,
(Bill Tassos) has erected a
fence around the restau-
rant like one finds in cor-
rals,” reported the Light,
Aug. 20, 1953. Patrons
could “select their own
steaks and watch them
broil over a charcoal fire
in a big fireplace.”

The country setting
along with the red-painted
building “inspired a family
friend, Dr. Sylvia Johns, to

suggest calling the new
business the Barn Door,”
Billy Tassos said, noting
that his father did some
remodeling to intensify
the theme: “He personally
built the brick fireplace
where the steaks were
grilled in the main dining
room. He hung fake hams
from the ceilings and
stapled up empty egg
cartons, both to help with
the acoustics. He also put
in cedar posts with rail-
ings, made horseshoe
prints in freshly poured
concrete and decorated
with old saddles, wagon
wheels and small farm
equipment — all to create
a rustic, barnlike atmo-
sphere.”

The restaurant opened
on Sept. 21, 1953, with
Tassos as sole proprietor.
Billy Tassos was 6 years
old.

“In the beginning,” the
son said, “my father did
all the prep chores him-
self. He cut the meat,
made the salad dressings
and cleaned the place,
getting ready for the
night’s business, until he
was able to train employ-
ees to take care of those
tasks.”

Tassos continued as the
Barn Door’s host, greeting
customers and escorting
them to their tables.
“Friendly employees wel-
comed guests with a smile
in a way that was instru-
mental in creating a cozy
atmosphere that helped
develop a loyal clientele,”
says his son’s history.
“The business soon be-
came a favorite destina-
tion for birthdays, with
the birthday sign becom-
ing a popular fixture. My
father credited his success
to his loyal employees.”

Quirky features, such as
rooms papered in busi-
ness cards or the menus of
top restaurants from other
cities, also were part of
the appeal.

In 1972, Billy Tassos and
his brother Danny took
over management of the
Barn Door and bought the
business from their dad in
1976. Years later, busi-
nessman David J. Straus,
who was in a consortium
with the elder Tassos that
owned the Stockman
restaurant, bought out the
Tassos brothers and con-
tinued operating the Barn
Door.

Today, the Barn Door is
owned by Randy Stokes,
who bought it in 2011.
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Barn-red eatery started as ‘country kitchen’
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Tassos opened the Barn Door in 1953 on North New Braunfels Avenue. It became
a favorite destination for birthdays with its sign becoming a popular fixture.
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Owner and General
Manager Bill Tassos was
the genial host of the
Western-theme steak-
house.

zales said. “It is fun to have
a joint event, and I’m glad
that we’re able to do some-
thing for the community.”

District 5 communica-
tions director Victor Landa
said with Port San Antonio
skirting the two districts it
was the logical place for the
event.

Douglas King, president
and CEO of San Antonio
Museumof Science & Tech-
nology, thanked the coun-
cilwomen for coming up
with the idea.

“This means a lot to peo-
ple having a hard time fig-
uring out how to cele-
brate,” King said. “And
knowing that somebody is
out here who cares about
them too.”

Mayor Ron Nirenberg,
wearing an orange and
white Whataburger sweat-
er, joined in to hand out
bags. Some drivers yelled
out, “Thank you Mayor
Ron!” Others snapped
photos and some compli-
mented his festive garb.

Sandra Flores, 41, drove
up in her truck accompa-

nied by her three children,
Keyla, 20, Jailene, 15, and
Gael, 10. Flores waved
through her opened win-
dow and thanked the May-
or and the councilwomen
for the presents.

“It’s a good thing in the
pandemic,” she said, “and
a nice gift for the family.”

Garcia said this time of
year is an important time to
remind people that the hol-
iday spirit is upon the city
and everyone can still cele-
brate safely.

“Councilwoman Gon-

zales and I share the border
of District 4 and 5,” she
said. “We know that our
residents in Districts 4 and
5 have been hit very hard
by COVID with not only the
highest number of cases
and, unfortunately, deaths.
We wanted to team up and
saywe’reproudof thework
done to reduce the num-
bers, and we ask you to
continue to be safe. Andwe
just wanted to give back a
little bit of holiday cheer.”
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Councilwoman Adriana Rocha Garcia, right, waves to
a family after handing them a holiday meal bundle.

TheNavy said it was con-
ducting search-and-rescue
operations over the week-
end for a San Antonio sail-
or who is believed to have
fallen overboard off the
California coast nearly
three days ago, but his fa-
ther said Saturday night he
fears his son is dead.

The search for Aviation
Ordnanceman Airman Ap-
prentice Ethan Goolsby,
20, who served aboard the
aircraft carrier USS Theo-
doreRoosevelt, beganafter
a lookout spotted what ap-
peared to be a person in
the water Thursday.

His father, Kelly Gools-
by, said he will have been
missing for 72 hours as of
Sunday morning without
protective clothing or safe-
ty gear.

“Ethan is a good swim-
mer, but I don’t know that
any swimmer without
something to assist him
could survive 60 hours in
water,” he said, noting the
Roosevelt’s captain told
the family thewater ranged
from 60 to 70 degrees with
swells of 6 to 8 feet.

“So I do believe that he is
dead,”Goolsby added. “We
know of crazy 1 percent
miracles, but we are pre-
pared for the eventuality
that it is, we hope, a recov-
ery mission for his body,
but we know that could be
difficult as well.”

The Navy said nothing
had changed since reveal-
ing Friday that the Roose-
velt had launched search-
and-rescue efforts Thurs-
day off the southern Cali-
fornia coast. A brief Navy
press release stated that
three helicopters and aRig-
id Hull Inflatable Boat were
launched in response.

The Navy said the U.S.
Coast Guard, USS Bunker
Hill, USS Russell, USS How-
ard and USS Charleston
were participating in the
search along with aircraft.

A single sailor was unac-
counted for during a mus-
ter.

The Navy release did not
identify the missing sailor,

but Goolsby said it was his
son and posted on Face-
book that the shipwas “still
in search-and rescue-mode
and that is their primary fo-
cus at this time, though an
NCIS investigation is run-
ning concurrently.”

He spoke twice with the
Roosevelt’s commander,
Capt. Eric J. Anduze, and
was told Ethan Goolsby, a
2019 graduate of Brandeis
High School, had been last
seen between 7-7:15 a.m., a
period called morning
quarters, following a night
shifted he had served.

The younger Goolsby
had been inspired to join
the Navy because of a cous-
in who was a sonarman
and another relative who’d
served in the Seabees. He
talked to Army and Marine
recruiters before commit-
ting to the Navy, entering
the Delayed Entry Pool two
months after graduating
fromhigh school and going
to basic training that No-
vember.

Kelly Goolsby said his
son wanted to travel.

“Japan was the thing he
wanted to see themost,” he
explained, adding Ethan
Goolsby wanted “to go see
and experience the food
culture and the entire cul-
ture of Japan. A primary
goal of his was to see the
world.”

Therewere signs of trou-
ble, however, early this fall.

Ethan Goolsby had said
he wouldn’t be able to
make it home for leave be-
cause he hadn’t completed
all of his qualifications pri-
or to a scheduled deploy-
ment of the Roosevelt, but
surprised his parents by
showing up at their door
onOct. 24. He remained on
leave until returning Nov. 2
to San Diego, where he be-
gan a 10-day restriction-of-
movement quarantine im-
posed because of coronavi-
rus.

Goolsby then spent two
weeks in aMarriott hotel as
part of a “redeployment se-
questration” prior to going
to sea. While the elder
Goolsby said his son had
complained about the Na-
vy sometimes not getting

meals to him during that
stay, Anduze, the captain,
insisted that subordinates
told him that didn’t hap-
pen.

“Ethan told us at least
twice he hadmissedmeals.
(The captain) disputes it,
and that’s fine. It’s all sec-
ond-hand knowledge,”
said Goolsby, 49, a sales
leader for a San Antonio
cloud computing compa-
ny.

The biggest issues he
learned from his son cen-
tered on boredom in a ho-
tel room and being tired af-
ter returning to work.

“He said, ‘I don’t have
anything to do. I’ve tried to
do pushups. I tried to work
out, but I can’t leave the
room, watch TV. I’m
bored,’ and he went from
that – and he called Satur-
day – and he said, ‘I’ve just
had a really bad day. I
worked all day. I’m tired. I
don’t feel like I know what
I’m doing,’ ” Goolsby said.

“The biggest thing he
said, ‘I don’t feel like I
know what I’m doing. I
don’t know where I’m sup-
posed to be, and I don’t
knowwho I’m supposed to
do it with,’ I can’t remem-
ber exactly. ‘I don’t know
what I’m doing’ is the big-
gest – I don’t remember the
exact words.”

Kelly Goolsby told his
son that he’d adjust, add-
ing, “You’ll power through
it.”

Last Sunday evening,
Goolsby said Ethan had
worked all day andwas tak-
ing a 3-hour break before
going back to work that
night. He told his son that
he ought to get some sleep.
Ethan said: “I have too
much to do. We sail tomor-
row.”

Ethan arranged to end
his cellphone service as the
Roosevelt went to sea.

“He sounded exhausted,
he expressed exhaustion. I
told him, ‘It takes a few
weeks to adjust to the night
shift, but you’ll do it pretty
quickly,’ ” Kelly Goolsby re-
called. “He said, ‘Yeah dad,
you’re right.’ ”
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Navy looking for S.A. sailor
believed fallen overboard
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